BRITISH MILITARY STRENGTH
finally 92,000 men of various Indian reserve formations,
etc.
The grand total would not mean very much in a
continental war on the same scale as the World War.
In 1914 Great Britain demonstrated to the world that
although her standing army was small it could be
enormously extended very rapidly. During the World
War no less than 8-5 million men were called up for
service in all parts of the British Empire. Despite the
greater effect of the air arm. Great Britain and her
colonies and Dominions will nevertheless have time in
a new war to develop the existing peace-time army
into a war-time army of millions. It is true that
responsible quarters have denied again and again that
Great Britain has any such intention, and it is said that
the losses sustained during the World War were so
terrible that British man-power is not Hkely to be used
in the same way again, but the reason for this sort of
talk is merely that at the moment British public opinion
is disinclined to countenance any such sacrifice.
Recruiting difficulties have always represented a
problem for the armed forces of Great Britain, and
at the moment they accurately reflect British public
opinion. The highly-trained and semi-trained forces
we have enumerated above should total 600,000 men
according to the official Estimates, but in fact they
total only 500,000. Of course, the World War proved
that such recruiting difficulties can be overcome should
a state of emergency develop. The World War was
the only serious test of the preparedness of Great
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